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Tigani, sasi si romani, [1900]*.
Gipsies, Saxons and Romanians.

Judetul Sibiu.

Istorie si imagini de epocd

udetul Sibiu a fost creat in urma reformei administrative din anul 1968, fiind mostenitorul unei bogate
traditii administrative, bazate pe rolul conducator al orasului Sibiu.

La sfarsitul secolului al XII-lea, Sibiul a devenit resedinta Prepoziturii de Sibiu (o mare unitate
administrativa bisericeascd), marcand organizarea confesionald a populatiei germane colonizate de ctre regii
Ungariei. In anul 1224 avem prima data mentionat comitatul Sibiu, ca structurd administrativ-teritoriald, care
cuprindea teritoriul locuit de colonistii sasi intre Orastie si Draugeni.

Pe acest teritoriu se dezvoltd mai tarziu scaunele sisesti. In structura lor clasic3, era vorba despre cele Sapte
Scaune, plus alte Doud Scaune sasesti. Pe teritoriul actualului judet Sibiu au fost cele de la Miercurea, Nocrich,
Cincu, precum i scaunul principal Sibiu — din cadrul celor Sapte Scaune sisesti cu resedinta la Sibiu, apoi
cele Doud Scaune sédsesti, Medias si Seica (de precizat faptul cd Sibiul a avut ulterior si doud scaune filiale,
Saliste si Talmaciu). Dupa 1485 Sibiul este si resedinta asa-numitei ,,Universititi Sasesti”, cum era denumita
comunitatea administrativd autonoma pentru sasii privilegiati din Transilvania. Alte parti ale actualului judet
Sibiu, in evul mediu, au ficut parte din comitatele Alba §i Tarnava si din districtul Fagaras.

Trecind peste mai multe initiative de modificiri administrative, trebuie mentionaté reforma administrativa
a statului ungar modern, din anul 1876, cand s-au infiintat noi comitate, iar pe teritoriul actualului judet Sibiu
au existat in principal comitatele Sibiu, Alba de Jos, Tarnava Mare, Tarnava Mica si Fagaras, aceastd structurd
pastrandu-se in linii mari pand la 1950. Dupa Unirea de la 1918, fostele comitate au primit noua denumire de
»judete”. Prin reforma administrativa din 1950, s-a creat o noua structura pe regiuni, impartite in raioane,
astfel organizandu-se regiunea Sibiu, care din 1952 a fost inglobati in regiunea Stalin (dupa 1960, Brasov),
unde a rdmas pana la 1968. Pe teritoriul actualului judet Sibiu se aflau in principal raioanele Sibiu, Fagiras,
Agnita, Mediag, Tarnaveni, Sighisoara si de asemenea o parte a raionului Sebes din regiunea Hunedoara.

Afara de importanta administrativé locala, dupa 1692, oragul Sibiu depéseste acest cadru devenind pentru
aproximativ un secol sediul Guvernului Transilvaniei; de asemenea la Sibiu au fost principalele autorititi
militare si financiare ale Transilvaniei. Dupa revolutia din 1848/1849, aici a fost resedinta Locotenentei cezaro-
criiesti, Sibiul devenind astfel din nou, pana la 1865, capitala Transilvaniei. In sfarsit, dupd Unirea de la
1 Decembrie 1918, Consiliul Dirigent al Transilvaniei, cu atributii de guvern, a avut resedinta sa la Sibiu, pana
la sfarsitul anului 1919.

*[ ] =Datare aproximativa



Lucrarea noastra se doreste o incursiune in trecut, o incercare de a aduce laolalta Patrimoniul, Oamenii i
Realizérile lor, respectand unitatea administrativé a judetului Sibiu contemporan. Relatarea istoriei sale prin
imagini de epoca, incadrate de reperele cronologice importante, credem cé ar informa cititorul intr-o maniera
artisticd, dar in acelasi timp fidela. Astfel, albumul istoric oferd farmecul si atractia reconstituirii vietii de
altddata, pe care nici un studiu sau ghid contemporan nu ar reusi sa o redea in intregime.

Albumul este organizat asemenea unei enciclopedii, alfabetic, prezentand reperele cronologice
fundamentale ale fiecdrei asezdri (municipiu/oras/comund/sat), incercand sa surprinda Istoria, de la prima
mentiune documentard pand intr-un moment recent (atdt cat ne-a permis documentatia). Ca aluzie la
sincretismul etno-cultural, adica la o caracteristica europeana a asezarilor judetului Sibiu, am ales s redam
denumirile localitatilor in cele trei limbi istorice (roména, germana, maghiard), si am respectat, acolo unde
s-au ficut referiri la primele mentiuni documentare, numele localititilor asa cum au fost ele transcrise de-a
lungul istoriei.

Imaginea, marturia vizuald a patrimoniului realizat de oamenii acestor locuri este mérginita nu de existenta
sa, ci de limitele noastre, ca descoperitori si colectionari ai acesteia. Totusi, sperdm noi, ea confirma ceea ce
istoria in date afirma: oamenii acestor locuri au creat un patrimoniu cultural extraordinar ce in mare parte
s-a pastrat si au oferit Sibiului, in primul an al intrarii Romaniei in Comunitatea Europeand, o recunoagtere
cu valoare de simbol: resedinta sa, oragul Sibiu, a fost aleasd Capitald Culturala europeani. Astfel, dincolo de
istoria politica a celei de a doua jumatiti a secolului trecut si a legdturilor organice cu radécini istorice in Apus,
prin capitalele culturale ale anului 2007 Europa recunoaste un patrimoniu cultural comun.

Imaginile reproduse in aceastd lucrare provin atat din colectiile particulare ale autorilor, cat si din
arhive istorice din tara si strdindtate (Siebenbiirgen-Institut Gundelsheim, Arhivele Nationale ale Roméniei,
Biblioteca Academiei Roméne). Multumim in mod special pentru sprijinul acordat in formarea colectiei de
imagini domnilor Harald Roth, Gerald Volkmer (Siebenbiirgen-Institut Gundelsheim), Thomas S$indilariu
(Arhiva Comunitatii Honterus, Brasov) si pentru implicarea creativa deosebitd in designul si tehnoredactarea
albumului domnului Mihail Ungureanu (Inovativ Media - Brasov).

Toatd recunostinta noastrd Consiliului Judetean Sibiu, presedintelui Consiliului Judetean Sibiu,
domnul Martin Bottesch si Asociatiei Judetene de Turism Sibiu, sprijinul lor fiind esential in finalizarea
proiectului nostru.

Tarani romani din Sibiu, 1905.
Romanian peasants in Sibiu.

Tigan, roman si sas, [1900].
A Gipsy, a Romanian and a Saxon.

Sibiu County.
History and Old Pictures

ibiu County has been created by the Administrative Reform Act in 1968, and it is the legatee of a rich
administrative tradition, based on the leading role of Sibiu city.

At the end of the 12th century, Sibiu became the residence of the Sibiu Prepositure (a great administrative-
ecclesiastical unit), showing the confessional organization of the Saxon population, colonized here by the
Hungarian kings. In 1224, Sibiu County is mentioned for the first time, as an administrative-territorial unit,
covering the area inhabited by the Saxon colonists between Ordstie and Drduseni.

In this territory, the future Saxon “chairs” developed; in their classical structure, there were “The Seven
Chairs” and “The Two Chairs”. On the territory of the present Sibiu County there were the chairs of Miercurea,
Nocrich, Cincul, and the main one—Sibiu, to which two additional chairs, Saliste and Talmaciu belonged to.
All these were part of “The Seven Chairs”. Also, on the territory of the actual Sibiu County, Mediag and Seica
were part of The Two Chairs. After 1485, Sibiu town became the residence of the Saxon University, as it was
called the administrative community of the privileged Transylvanian Saxons. Other parts of the present Sibiu
County belonged to Alba and Tarnava County, and to the Fagaras District.

Among many initiatives of administrative changes, it must be noted the modern Hungarian state reform
in 1876, that re-structured the old counties. On the present Sibiu County territory one could see the Austro-
Hungarian Counties of Sibiu, Alba de Jos, Tarnava Mare, Tarnava Mica and Fagdras, and, in broad features,
this structure was preserved to the reform in 1950. After the Great Union in 1918, old Hungarian county got
Romanian names.

By the administrative reform in 1950, the Soviet model based territorial division system has been adopted;
thus, between 1950-1952 there was a Sibiu Region. In 1952, the Sibiu region had been included in Stalin
(Bragov) region, until 1968. On the present Sibiu County territory one could find the rayons Sibiu, Fagiras,
Agnita, Medias, Tarnaveni, Sighisoara and partially, the rayon Sebes in Hunedoara region.

After 1692, the importance of Sibiu went over because the Transylvanian Government chose the town as
a permanent residence for almost a century; also, in Sibiu were the main military and financial authorities of
Transylvania. After the revolution in 1848/1849, Sibiu holds the headquarter of Royal-Imperial Lieutenancy,
so the town was the capital of Transylvania, once again. At last, after the Great Union from 1918, December
the 1st, The Directing Council of Transylvania acted in Sibiu, until the end of the year 1919.

The present album wishes to be a voyage in the past, an attempt to bring together the Heritage, the People
and their Accomplishments, with regard to the nowadays area of Sibiu County. The authors hope that the
presentation of its history by old images, framed by the chronological milestone would give a full picture to
the public, in an artistic and faithful manner. Thus, this historical album gives the charm and the appeal of a
formerly life that no study or contemporary travel guide would be able to fully offer.
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This album is structured alphabetically, offering chronological milestones for each city/town/commune/
village, attempting to capture the History, from the first documentary mention to the (as much as the
documentation allowed) present. As a hint to the ethnical-cultural syncretism, i.e. to a European feature
of the Sibiu County settlements, the authors chose to give their three form names (Romanian, German and
Hungarian) and to respect the documentary attested form of the name when cited in the chronology.

The Image, the visual evidence of the Heritage made by the natives of this area, is limited not by its existence,
but by the authors capacity of discovery and collect. Although, the authors hopes that it testifies what narrative
history asserts: the people of this land have created an extraordinary heritage, almost completely preserved,
and gave to Sibiu, in the first year when Romania is a member of European Union, a symbolic recognition: its
main city, Sibiu, has been chosen European Cultural Capital. So, beyond the political history of the second half
of the 20th century and the profound bonds and historical roots with the Western side of the continent, Europe
assumes a common cultural heritage.

The images presented in this album were collected also from private collections and from domestic and
foreign archives (Siebenbiirgen-Institut, Gundelsheim, the National Archives of Romania and the Library of
the Romanian Academy). Special thanks for their support go to Harald Roth, Gerald Volkmer (Siebenbiirgen-
Institut Gundelsheim), Thomas Sindilariu (Arhiva Comunitétii Honterus, Brasov); for the creative involvement,
we are grateful to Mihail Ungureanu (Inovativ Media - Bragov).

All our gratitude goes to the Sibiu County Council, to its President, Mr. Martin Bottesch and to Sibiu
Tourism Society, their support proving to be essential for the fulfilment of our project.

Sibianca in port sasesc pe strada Harteneck (Cetatii), [1900].
Saxon woman from Sibiu on the Hartenek Street.
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Harta Transilvaniei a lui Johannes Honterus, Basel, 1532 (fragment).
The map of Transylvania by Johannes Honterus.
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Harta comitatului Sibiu, 1910.
The map of Sibiu County.
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Regiunea Stalin si raionul Sibiu, 1957.

N— The region Stalin and the rayon Sibiu.
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_ Atlas geografic, istoric, economic §i statistic, Brasov, 1935.
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Judetul Sibiu.
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Sibiu County.
History and Old Pictures
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Raionul Sibiu din cadrul Regiunii Stalin.
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